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SUNDAY, December 25th  ~ The Nativity of the Lord
Monday
Dec
     26  
8:00 am

NO MASS 
Tuesday
Dec
     27
8:00 am

 Mass of Thanksgiving
Wednesday
Dec
     28
8:00 am 
Anna Venteicher
Thursday
Dec 
     29
8:00 am

Frances Grossman      
Friday

Dec   
     30 
8:00 am

NO MASS
Sunday

Jan 
       1
12:00 am
Paul & Marie Schumacher and family, Special Intentions of St. Mary’s                      







Parishoners                                                             

Holy Spirit Mass Schedule:
Monday
Dec
     26
7:00am  
Tuesday
Dec
     27
7:00am  






Wednesday
Dec
     28
7:00 am 
Thursday
Dec
     29
7:00am 







Friday

Dec
     30 
7:00am








Saturday
Dec
     31
7:30am & 4:30pm




Sunday

Jan
       1
7:30am & 10:00am
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR JAN 1ST:
Ushers:
 Kyle Klein, Daryl Klocke




Lector: Laura Schaefer 
Servers: Meredith Van Zuiden, Elizabeth Van Zuiden


Offertory: Keith Schreck 
ExtOrd Comm Min: Tom & Therese Sibbel, Ryan Schreck

Music:  Michelle Schreck
_____________________________________________________________________________________
SACRIFICIAL GIVING:    December 18, 2011:  

Adult: .……..…………......  $           7245.00  
          

Children: ……………………  $          17.00 
     

Loose: ………..………...…  $               97.00    

            
Candles: …………………….  $            1.00
Retired Priests:   ………….$             255.00


Christmas: ………………….  $          25.00  
Parish Calendar: ………… $                 5.00
TOTAL: ……………….…  $          7,645.00



Please remember how blessed we are – show your gratitude to God by returning to God.
KUEMPER SCHOOL NEWS: 
1. The Board of Education, administration, faculty, staff and students of the Kuemper Catholic School System wish everyone a blessed Christmas and the best of everything for 2012.

2. Offices:  School offices will be closed December 22nd – January 2, 2012.  Superintendent and Business Offices on the 2nd floor of the St. Angela Center Building will be open 8:00 – 1:00 on January 3rd.  Classes resume at the regular times on January 4th.

3. Strategic Long Range Planning: Five sub-committees have been working in recent months.  They are Finance & Budget; Buildings & Grounds; Curriculum, Extra-Curricular Activities & Catholic Identity; Leadership & Governance; and Marketing & Enrollment.  Leaders from the Diocesan Office of Education will be in Carroll on January 9, 2012, to review draft copies of the goals.  Much more will be happening on this topic during the five months from January – May.

4. Nativity Scene: Have you seen the attractive Nativity Scene located within the west entrance of Kuemper High School?  A recent graduation class had funds left in their account to purchase the items.
CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS:  The following are the intentions for the December 25th Midnight Mass 
(Christmas Memorials):

-The Norbert Bauer family
-The Paul & Marie Schumacher family

-Maxine Schultes
YEAR END GIVING:  The books for St. Mary’s will be closing on the last day of the year.  Anyone wishing to contribute for the calendar year 2011 needs to have their contribution in by the close of December 31st, 2011. 

2012 ADULT GIVING ENVELOPES:  Please pick up your 2012 envelope boxes in the back of church.
LOST & FOUND:  Please look through the lost & found to see if anything belongs to YOU.

Pastor's Notes:

Welcome to all who shared in our Midnight and Christmas morning Masses!  For anyone who came through the doors of St Mary's church this past year to pray with us, thank you!  May our church, our parishioners be a welcoming presence before all who seek hope through God's providential care.  Sincere thanks to all who made our Christmas liturgies prayerful and hope filled: ushers, readers, altar servers, musicians, gift bearers and the many who worked to create a beautiful environment inside our church.  We are blessed!  On behalf of Fr. B and myself, "Merry Christmas!"  I leave you with a family prayer:
                           CHILD'S NATIVITY PRAYER

O God, as I stand before the Nativity,

I remember the people I love,

and now in silence I say their names to you. . . .

As I stand before the Nativity, O God,

I remember too,

all the people who are sad and lonely,

old and forgotten,

poor and hungry and cold,

in pain of body and mind.

Through the Holy Family,

bless all who specifically need your blessing,

and bless me, too;

and make this a holy Christmas for me.  Amen.

St. Mary’s Parish WELCOMES all of those visiting our beautiful church this Sunday!
   “IN THE BEGINNING…”:  Celebrate!  Don’t be surprised at how Chris looks after birth.  Chris’ head may be misshapen and the skin may be discolored with patchy looking rashes.  Chris, like all babies, is made in the image and likeness of God.

Even though childbirth is frightening, it helps to keep positive support people around you. 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to men who enjoy His favour.” Luke 2:14
